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NEWS ISSUE 


JAMES B. BLACK, president of Pacific Gas & Electric Company. says that the 
first job he had with the Pacific Coast utility was at Station C, the Oakland 
generating plant at which two new turbo-generators were recently installed 








New G-E air-cooled regulator, installed with the Pyranol transformer to maintain constant voltage on the lighting circuit 


A New Solution—Tucked Away Near the Ceiling 


O MANY of the industrial plants that are 
anxious to improve their lighting and to the 
many electric-service companies that are anxious 
to have them, the installation pictured above 
illustrates the solution of a perplexing problem. 


As you know, industry has learned to regard 
lighting with a more scientific approach these 
past several years. It has learned how adequate 
light speeds up work, decreases fatigue, increases 


accuracy. And it has found that the cost of 


both the fixtures and the 
cost of operating larger-sized lamps—is but a 
moderate investment for the return it yields. But 
light modernization in many cases means new 
wiring—to handle heavier loads. And long 
secondary runs of copper are expensive. 


better illumination 


In many cases, the problem is simplified by a 
remarkable insulating liquid—Pyranol. Pyranol 
filled transformers, because of the noninflam- 
mable characteristic of the Pyranol, can be 


installed without fireproof vaults—which are 
expensive. In the picture above, the transformer 
is mounted on beams near the ceiling. Because 
of this flexibility in application, Pyranol trans- 
formers can be used to break up secondary 
circuits and give greater capacity to existing 
circuits. In one case, this method actually cost 40 
per cent less than the installation of a new circult 
would have cost. 


So there is now a less-expensive way for indus- 
trial plants to get the brighter light many of them 
now want. Brighter light, heavier load—thanks 
to the research that a few years ago gave the 
industry Pyranol. 


Just as this one product of yesterday’s research 
is finding more and more ways to help you, s0 
the products of today’s research give promise of 
progress for the future—progress that will be 
reflected in wider markets, better service, and 
lower costs. These are the added benefits ‘rom 
your purchases of General Electric equipment. 


SEE THE G-E ‘‘HOUSE OF MAGIC’’ AT BOTH FAIRS 
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Pacific Gas & Electric 


Adds 40,000-Kw. Unit 


Modernizing job represents an investment of $6,200,000 for Oak- 
land station — President Black says his first job 
with company was at Station C 


At dedication ceremonies attended 
by more than 160 industrial leaders, 
public officials, newspaper representa- 
tives and company officials Pacific Gas 
& Electric Co. officially brought into 
operation its newly modernized and en- 
larged Oakland steam plant. The re- 
cent ceremonies marked another ad- 
vancement in the progress of the Pa- 
cific Coast utility in providing the 
area with an abundance of electric 
power. 

The high point in the dedication 
dinner was the dramatic description 
and history of the Oakland station. 
President James B. Black told how he 
had first worked for the company at 
this plant, known as station C. 


Installs First Unit 


Raymond M. Alvord, vice-president 
of General Electric Co., in reviewing 
the expansion of this station, declared 
that his company, in 1908, installed 
one of the earliest of steam turbo-gen- 
erators. P. M. Downing, vice-president 
and general manager of Pacific Gas & 
Electric, gave details of the rebuilding 
program of the station, which repre- 
Sents an investment of more than 
$6,200,000 and now has an installed 
capacity of 155,999 hp. Mayor Mc- 
Cracken of Oakland was one of the 
principal speakers at the dinner, at 
which Lee H. Newbert, manager of the 
ast Bay division, presided. 

The new units in the Oakland plant 
fepresent the first major power plant 
installation on the Pacific Gas & Elec- 
tric System since 1930. Its reconstruc- 


tion will be followed shortly by the 
building of three new steam plants in 
the San Francisco Bay region. One 
of these will be at the Shell Oil Com- 
pany’s refinery at Martinez, one at 
Associated Oil’s refinery at Avon and 
one at Union Oil’s refinery at Oleum. 

A great deal of interesting history 
is attached to the Oakland station. In 
1908 the company installed its first 
unit, 12,000 kw. vertical. In 1920 the 
second unit, a 12.500-kw. horizontal, 
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was installed, to be followed by a 
37,500-kw. unit in 1928. At this time 
the temperature was increased to 725 
deg. F. and the pressure 425 lb. The 
boiler change-over from oil to gas was 
made at this time. 


Modernizing Job 


In 1937 the company started its 
modernizing job by installing a 3,500- 
kw. topping turbine of 425 lb., 725 deg. 
F., which went with the 12,500-kw. 
horizontal unit installed in 1920. This 
made a cross-combine job. At the 
same time provision was made for the 
installation of the new 40,000-kw., 
425-lb., 725 deg. F. unit, which was 
completed late in 1938 and dedicated 
recently. 

All of the units in the Oakland 
plant were made by General Electric. 

Along with the installation of the 
new turbine, Pacific Gas & Electric 
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NEW UNIT—Pacific Gas & Electric recently completed installation of this new 
40,000-kw. General Electric turbo-generator in the Oakland steam plant. The enlarged 
station represents an investment of more than $6,200,000 
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installed two new 450-lb. Babcock & 
Wilcox pressure boilers, replacing the 
five boilers in the plant. The water 
system, which takes salt water from 
the Oakland estuary for cooling pur- 
poses, was revamped and its capacity 
increased. Seven hundred feet of 72- 
in. pipe were added to the water-circu- 
lating lines. 

A new switch house was erected 
across First Street from Station C. 
From this switch house a 110,000-volt 
cable was laid to the company’s sub- 
station at Park Boulevard and Excel- 
sior Avenue, tying the enlarged plant 
into the interconnected system. Three 
11,000-volt cables laid from Station C 
to the Key Route Mole supply the 
Golden Gate International Exposition 
and the transbay-bridge train service. 

Two of the three new steam plants 
now being built for oil companies will 
be completed this year and the third 
early in 1940. They represent a total 
cost of $15,000,000. 


Social Laboratory 
Urged by Robertson 


A research laboratory in which “we 
may submit the social problems which 
so sorely beset us and find out which 
are wise and which are foolish” was 
advocated by A. W. Robertson, chair 
man of Westinghouse Electric & Man- 
ufacturing Co. 

Speaking before the Cincinnati 
Chamber of Commerce at its 100th an- 
niversary celebration last week, Mr. 
Robertson said that there is hope for 
the future as the people are beginning 
to realize that all activities of the coun- 
try are important. 

Government by minorities must end 
in the United States, Mr. Robertson 
said. Only by considering the needs 
of the whole country may Americans 
clear the current confusion of action 
and thought, he stated. Tracing the 
actions of minority pressure groups, 
Mr. Robertson pointed out that many 
of the laws passed by Congress have 
been the result of log rolling and con- 
flicting demands. He urged a re-ex- 
amination of broad policies that are 
now in conflict in order to develop a 
consistent social and economic plan. 


Radio Service to Trucks 


Indiana Service Corp. has received a 
permit from the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission to construct a radio 
transmitter and receiving station to be 
used in emergency communication with 
its transmission line and service trucks. 
The station will be rated at 50 watts 


and will transmit on a frequency of 39.- 
660 kilocycles. 
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Abolish Power Body, 
Says Chamber Report 


Abolishing of the New York State 
Power Authority was recommended by 
the Chamber of Commerce of the State 
of New York in an interim report 
presenting eight reasons in support of 
its previous recommendations for such 
action. The full report will be pre- 
sented to the chamber on April 6. 

The report charged that the Power 
Authority’s accomplishments for the 
first seven years “has been seven 
pamphlets containing 1,380 pages of 
printed literature, largely of a propa- 
ganda sort. These 1,380 pages cost 
the people of the state around $1,000,- 
000, or about $700 per page. It is 
doubtful if any of this material has had 
any effect upon the bill paid by the 
people of the state for electric service.” 

It was stated that if conservation and 
other statutes now in force in the 
state do not preserve the state’s water 
power resources from private exploi- 
tation, “appropriate laws to accomplish 
that end can be and should be en- 
acted which would not involve an an- 
nual waste of public funds and which 
would not commit the people of this 
state to a St. Lawrence project, which 
cannot be justified on economic or any 
other grounds whatsoever.” 


San Joaquin Utility Shows 
Gain in Adequate Wiring 


San Joaquin Light & Power Corp., 
reports that since January 1, 47 do- 
mestic wiring layouts have been made 





by its layout department. Duriny the 
same period 39 commercial layouts 
have been made. 

While no count of the number of 
outlets has been kept, the company 
stated, comparison shows an increase 
of approximately 50 per cent in the 
number of all types of outlets in the 
home. In commercial layouts, the num. 
ber of outlets has been practically 
doubled that shown in such installa. 
tions during recent years. Adequate 
wiring copy is being carried on build. 
ing pages and in small copy used in 
programs, house organs and _ where 
select reader interest is to be had, it 


was said. 
* 


General Electric Stages 
Appliance Sales Story 


A banner electrical appliance year 
was seen by dealers, salesmen and 
utility merchandising representatives 
last week as General Electric Co. pre- 
sented its 1939 road show at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria. More than 1,500 Rex Cole 
dealers and salesmen gathered at the 
luncheon meeting to give the appliance 
drive a send off. 

The theme of the meeting was “Get 
Over Into Clover” and the tempo of the 
meeting indicated that the clover patch 
is going to be crowded. The road show, 
in two acts, by Carle Robbins, was ex- 
ceptionally well done and received. The 
message met with enthusiastic approval 
of the audience. Mr. Robbins is editor 
of News Graphic for the appliance and 
merchandise department of General 
Electric. He is the author, designer and 
director of the play. 


AT 1939 ROAD SHOW —During intermission at the New York showing of the General 
Electric road show at the Waldorf-Astoria last week conversation pointed to ¢ 
banner appliance year. L. to r.—Rex Cole, president of Rex Cole, Inc.; E. F. Jeffe. 
vice-president of Consolidated Edison Co. of New York, Inc.; C. E. Wilson, executive 
vice-president, Gerard Swope, president, and C. M. Snyder, appliance sales manager 
of General Electric 
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Illinois Utility Starts 
Work on Steam Plant 


New 25,000-kw. turbo-generator to be installed at Central 
Illinois Public Service station near Hutsonville — 


Plant is part of $3,500,000 program 


Construction of a new 25,000-kw. 
steam station by Central Illinois Pub- 
lic Service Co. near Hutsonville, IIl., is 
scheduled to begin early in May. The 
new station, which is to be operating 
in the spring of 1940, is part of a 
$3,500.000 construction program. 

Order for the new 25,000-kw. steam 
turbine and generating unit for the 
Hutsonville station was recently placed 
with Allis‘Chalmers Manufacturing Co. 
The new station will be connected to 
key points on the system by a new 
65-mile, 66-kv. transmission line which 
is also part of the construction pro- 
gram. 


Buys 200-Acre Tract 


The new station is to be located 
on the west bank of the Wabash River 
slightly less than a mile north of 
Hutsonville on a 200-acre tract recently 
purchased by the company. 

Designed for an operating steam 
pressure of 650 lb. per square inch and 
850 deg. F. temperature, the main 
equipment will consist of two high- 
pressure, high-temperature boilers of 
150,000 Ib. per hour steam capacity 
each and fired by twin pulverized fuel 
equipment. The main turbo-generator 
unit will be a 25,000-kva., 85 per cent 
power factor, 13,500-volt tandem-com- 
pound condensing unit. Condensing 
water supply will be taken from the 
Wabash River through an intake crib 
and tunnels through solid rock. 

The plant building will be concrete, 
steel and brick with glass block win- 
dows. It is being constructed for a 
maximum high water level 10 ft. higher 
than any previous level recorded. Oil 
circuit breaker switching equipment 
for the main generator, the transmis- 
sion lines and auxiliary transformers 
will be in a switchyard adjacent to the 
station, which will also include three 
10,000-kva. main power transformers. 
Special arrangements in design of the 
coal-handling equipment will permit 
the supplying of coal even in the event 
of flood conditions exceeding those pre- 
Viously recorded. 

_ Turbine and boilers will be located 
Mm one large room in the new station. 
All the operating equipment, excepting 
the cir, ulating and small miscellane- 
ous, will be located on the operating 
floor level. Sargent & Lundy, Inc., of 
hicago. are the consulting engineers. 


Cost of the $3,500,000 Hutsonville 
project will be divided about equally 
between the 1939 and the 1940 con- 
struction budgets of the Central Illinois 
Public Service Co., according to Chair- 
man Purcell L. Smith of the parent 
Middle West Corp., Chicago. 

He estimated that about $3,500,000 
will be spent by the Illinois company 
for construction during 1939, of which 
about half would be allocated to Hut- 
sonville. The balance of the expendi- 
ture to be made for the new station 
and transmission lines, or about $1,750.- 
000 will be applied on the 1940 budget. 

Budget for construction on the Cen- 
tral Illinois Public Service Co. system 
during 1938 was $2,000,000 and was 
said to be a “normal” construction ex- 
penditure for that property. 


Consolidated Edison 
Gives Workers Report 


Average weekly pay of $36.89 
was 10% above national 
average for industry 


The average pay of employees on the 
weekly payroll of Consolidated Edison 
Co. of New York and its subsidiaries 
was $36.89 a week (including over- 
time) in 1938, which was at least 10 
per cent higher than the national aver- 
age for the utility industry, according 
to the companies’ annual report to 
employees. 

The report points out that total wage 
payments of all employees in 1938 were 
$83,316,000. Salaries paid to all offi- 
cers of the system companies amounted 
to about one-half of 1 per cent of the 
total revenues. 

The break-up of the average dollar 
of revenue received by the utility sys- 
tem in 1938 showed that the largest 
share went to labor, 29.4 cents, with 
the second largest going to tax col- 
lectors, 21.3 cents. Coal, supplies, etc., 
took 19.2 cents, interest on borrowed 
money 7.9 cents, depreciation 7.8 cents, 
leaving 4.5 cents for dividends on pre- 
ferred and 9.5 cents for common 
stocks, and 0.4 cents for surplus. 

The company pointed out that “it 
might be said that the public utility 
business is like a triangle. The three 
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sides are the customer, the employee 
and the investor.” 

“The customer should receive good 
service at low rates—good service 
meaning not only steadiness of supply 
and safety of equipment, but also 
courtesy and common-sense treatment.” 

“The employee desires to have a 
steady job. He wants wages based on 
the work done and large enough to 
assure a decent standard of living. He 
expects in return to give his best effort, 
working efficiently and loyally to con- 
tribute to the profit of the enterprise 
and the success of its semyice.. The 
record of these compaiiies shows that 
they have maintained*a desirable stand- 
ard of working conditions and hours 
of pay. It shows that the employees 
receive atleast as good wages as are 
paid in other industries for similar 
work and in many cases higher.” 


Due Fair Return 


“The investor is entitled to a fair 
return on his money. This is essen- 
tial in the utility business. Facilities 
have been constantly expanded. As 
more customers come on the lines, new 
plants must be built, old ones modern- 
ized and distribution systems enlarged. 
This takes money and money goes only 
where it can earn a return.” 

The company pointed out that this 
is the first annual report to employees 
and was mailed to the homes of all 
employees. It is an elaborate report, 
giving vital facts concerning the em- 
ployee’s position in relation to com- 
pany operations. 


Pearce Named Chairman 
of Santee Cooper Board 


Tom B. Pearce, business man of 
Columbia, S. C., and former state sen- 
ator, has been appointed chairman of 
the Santee Cooper Authority by Gov. 
Burney R. Maybank, who relinquished 
that office upon his inauguration as 
Governor. 

In announcing the appointment the 
Governor said he felt that he had 
found a man who has had the Santee- 
Cooper at heart since its outset as a 
public project. 


Attacks Utility Measure 


The Bell Telephone Co. of Pennsyl- 
vania has attacked as unconstitutional 
in the Dauphin county court a pro- 
vision of the public utility law requir- 
ing approval by the commission of 
contracts with subsidiary or affliated 
companies. The commission has until 
April 14 to show cause why an in- 
junction should be issued restraining 
enforcement of the provision. 
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LOOKS DIFFERENT—Novel in design, this 45,000-kva., three-phase, 50-cycle, 132/33-kv. 


transformer was built by the British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd., for installation on 
the grid of the Central Electricity Board at Kearsley, England 





Narragansett Utility 
to Build Tie Line 


Construction of 115-kv. line to 
begin in near future — Cost 
estimated at $1,000,000 


Construction will begin in the near 
future on a 115-kv. transmission tie 
line between the Woonsocket substa- 
tion of the New England Power Sys- 
tem and the Franklin Square substa- 
tion of Narragansett Electric Co. in 
Providence, according to an announce- 
ment by President Samuel C. Moore. 

A wooden “Polarm” line with an 
extra set of poles for ground wire sup- 
port will be built between Woonsocket 
and the Admiral Street substation in 
Providence, a distance of from 12 to 
15 miles. The balance of the new line 
will be an underground cable circuit 
between Admiral Street and Franklin 
Square, about 2 miles. This will be 
the first 115-kv. underground cable line 
to be built in New England and it is 
expected to be completed within a 
year. The estimated cost, including 
terminal facilities, exceeds $1,000,000. 

President Moore stated that the new 
construction will facilitate service pro- 
tection in the Providence area, the 
hurricane and attendant high tide of 
last September 21 having again demon- 
strated the value and need of substan- 
tial interconnection of utility systems. 
The original connection of the Narra- 
gansett company with the New Eng- 
land Power System was inaugurated 
about 20 years ago and consisted of 
lower tension circuits reaching north 
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through the Admiral Street and East 
Providence substations to the southern 
terminal of the New England Power 
lines at Pawtucket. 

While these circuits are limited in 
capacity in terms of present-day load 
values, the interconnection was main- 
tained at the time of the recent hurri- 
cane and carried all of the load which 
could be reached for a period of several 
days and until the flooded generating 
plants could be restored to service. 
About eight years after the original tie 
was provided a 66-kv. interconnection 
was established into the South Street 
plant in Providence, but the earlier tie 
was the one which stepped into the 
breach at the time of the disaster. Three 
single-phase, oil-filled. cables will be 
installed for the 115-kv. circuit in 
Providence. 

Mr. Moore stated that the hurricane 
and high water experience demon- 
strated last fall that under certain 
most unusual conditions both the South 
Street and the Manchester Street steam 
stations at Providence can be simul- 
taneously put out of service. Though 
in similar circumstances some of the 
present interconnections might prove 
adequate for those customers who 
could be reached, the situation demon- 
strated the necessity of looking to the 
future for a more substantial inter- 
connection. This additional connection, 
diversified in location so far as possible, 
largely unencumbered by other uses 
and loads, and designed so far as 
practicable to withstand extreme con- 
ditions, is directly in line, Mr. Moore 
said, with the plans of the U. S. War 
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Department to strengthen industria] 
power facilities. The new circuit wil] 
more than double the transmission ¢a. 
pacity of the New England system 
into Providence. 

A 40,000-kva. transformer will be 
installed as soon as possible at the 
Providence end of the circuit, a second 
unit of the same capacity being sched. 
uled for early addition to the system, 


British Utility Board Installs 
Novel Transformer 


The Central Electricity Board has jp. 
stalled on its grid system at Kearsley, 
England, a 45,000-kva., three-phase, 50- 
cycle, 132/33-kv. transformer built by 
the British Transformer Co. The trans- 
former, novel in design, was built on 
specifications of Kennedy and Donkin. 

Oil coolers, with forced air circula- 
tion, are separate from the transformer 
tank. Because of restricted transporta- 
tion clearances the height of the trans. 
former had to be kept to a minimum 
and this was accomplished by a core 
construction of five limbs. The housings 
on the side of the transformer inclose 
the equipment for tap changing under 


load. 


Illinois Proposes 
Three Hydro Plants 


Application has been made to the 
Federal Power Commission by the 
state of Illinois for a license to author- 
ize the construction, operation and 
maintenance of three power plants 
aggregating 38,000 kva. on the Illinois 
Waterway. The total estimated cost of 
the entire project is $5,026,754. 

The proposed hydro-electric plants 
will utilize the water flowing along the 
Illinois Waterway in excess of that re- 
quired for navigation which is now 
wasted through floodgates. It is 
planned to install 11,000 kva. at Bran- 
don Road plant, at a cost of $1,118; 
150; 12,000 kva. at Dresden Island, at 
a cost of $1,579,929, and 15,000 kva. at 
Starved Rock, at a cost of $2,328,674. 

It was pointed out that when the 
navigation locks and dams were de 
signed and built along the waterway 
the development of power was COM 
templated. The power will be sold at 
plant but at generated voltage to the 
highest responsible bidder or otherwise 
disposed of as provided by law. Illinois 
owns or operates no power plants oF 
other electric facilities at this time. 

The application to the FPC stated 
that it is proposed to introduce a bill 
in the Illinois General Assembly pro 
viding for the financing of the project 
and the creation of the Illinois Watet- 
way Power Administration. 
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New Oregon Law Aids 


Public Power Districts 


Statute is designed to speed formation of areas to use output 


from Bonneville Dam — Measure seen as realistic 


law to protect public operations 


Public power operations in Oregon 
will be on the same basis as private 
utilities under the measure passed by 
the Legislature and recently signed by 
Governor Sprague. The new statutory 
provision is designed to aid the forma- 
tion of public utility districts to use 
power from Bonneville Dam, the gov- 
ernment’s giant hydro-electric project 
on the Columbia River. 

The bill is a compromise to meet 
many of the objections voiced a year 
ago when voters of seven populous 
Northwestern Oregon counties rejected 
the formation of utility districts be- 
cause the districts would have power to 
issue bonds as liens on prospective tax 
revenue. Under the new proposal util- 
ity operating revenues remaining after 
expenses, maintenance and taxes would 
be pledged. 


Measure Seen Practical 


Followers of the late J. D. Ross, 
Bonneville Administrator, opposed the 
present measure on the grounds that it 
is too restrictive and does not allow 
sufficient latitude to encourage public 
enterprises. Taken as a whole, the 
measure is considered by unbiased ob- 
servers to be an equitable and practical 
piece of work. It is said that it places 
no hardships on soundly planned public 
utility districts, but imposes restrictions 
upon questionable promotions. 


The Oregon law provides the follow- 
ing: 





the Modern 


CHICAGO EXHIBIT—At the sales conference of the 


1. Principal of revenue bond financing 
is recognized, but made contingent upon a 
majority vote of district electors for each 
issuance; heretofore only general obliga- 
tions were permitted. 

2. District taxing power, heretofore sub- 
ject only to constitutional limits affecting 
political subdivisions, is now restricted to 
10 mills within ten years and not to exceed 
2 mills in the tax rate for any one year. 

3. State tax liability is imposed upon 
districts in amounts and on assessments 
equivalent to those which would be made 
against privately owned property. 

4. District commissioners are enjoined 
to establish rates which will meet operating 
costs and taxes as well as debt service and 
all obligations. 

5. District formation may be by majority 
vote, but may not be made compulsory 
upon dissenting political subdivisions or 
municipalities proposed to be incorporated 
within a district. 

6. Districts are empowered to pledge 
only that part of revenue remaining after 
operating expenses; maintenance and taxes 
have been met in securing the revenue 
bonds they may issue. 

7. Effective interest rates on all revenue 
bonds sold under the act are limited to 
6 per cent. 

8. Provision is made for dissolution of 
districts inactive continuously for ten years, 
which is the period covered by the 10 mill 
tax provision. 

9. At least 25 per cent of the registered 
voters must go to the polls to make a bond 
election legal. 

10. Public sale of revenue bonds. 


The measure further provides that 
the revenue bonds issued to finance 
construction and other debt must be 
amortized in 30 years. 

So far not one Oregon public utility 
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district has contracted for Bonneville 
power, although the federal law pro- 
vides that 51 per cent of such power 
must be reserved for such districts 
until 1941. 

Observers point out that the Oregon 
measure provides that all district prop- 
erty be taxed and assessed on the same 
basis as private utility property, which 
means that the communities will not 
lose tax revenue in any change from 
private to public ownership. 


Maryland Utilities Seek 
to Transfer Properties 


Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & 
Power Co. of Baltimore and the Mary- 
land Public Service Co., Frederick, have 
filed a joint application with the Mary- 
land Public Service Commission ask- 
ing permission for the Consolidated to 
take over the property of Maryland 
Public Service in a section of Carroll 
County. The property sought to be 
transferred is used to supply energy 
along the Baltimore-Gettysburg state 
highway, south from the Maryland- 
Pennsylvania line through Silver Run 
to Union Mills. It also includes lateral 
extensions. 

The agreement calls for the sale of 
the property, including franchises by 
the Maryland Public Service Co. to 
Consolidated for $15,000. 


Utah Power & Light 
Signs Labor Agreement 


Utah Power & Light Co. has signed 
an agreement with Local B-57, Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, AFL, designating that organ- 
ization as sole bargaining agency for 
employees on matters of wages and 
working conditions. The local is a verti- 
cal one, with membership restricted to 


Edison Electric Institute in Chicago last week 
Kitchen Bureau had this attractive display showing its five nation-wide activities 
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employees of the company. Approxi- 
mately 1,200 of the 1,400 employees of 
the company are eligible for mem- 
bership. 

The agreement specifically prohibits 
strikes or lockouts and provides for ar- 
bitration of all disputes. It does not 
provide for a closed shop, but states 
that all employees must bear an equal 
and proportional share of the cost of all 
collective bargaining. The agreement 
became effective as of February 25. 


Group Asks Congress 
to Act on Tax Loss 


Efforts of the Tennessee Taxpayers’ 
Association to persuade Congress that 
it should make up the $3,500,000 in 
taxes which the state is losing as a 
result of the absorption of private utili- 
ties have made an impression on Capitol 
Hill out of all proportion to the amount 
involved. Coming just at the time that 
Rep. John Rankin brought out his plan 
for the establishment of another TVA 
on the St. Lawrence helped to make the 
Rankin proposal a laughing matter in 
the cloakrooms. 

Apparently the mess that has been 
made of TVA is going to be the most 
important factor in sparing the St. Law- 
rence valley from a similar experiment. 

Many members of Congress who sup- 
ported TVA in the beginning now real- 
ize that a mistake was made when the 
government went further than making 
the power available. They feel that 
Congress should have taken some action 
to relieve a distressed area. Had cheap 
power been made available at the 
switchboard, conditions could have been 
made that would have insured the bene- 
fits that have come to the region with- 
out injury to taxpayers and without 
disturbing the country’s public utility 
industry. 

This is the lesson that seems to have 
been drawn from the TVA experiment 
by a majority of the lawmakers. 

Rep. Rankin introduced this week a 
bill providing for the creation of a 
$100,000,000 Niagara River Authority 
to develop power and navigation “with 
or without” the co-operation of Canada. 
The proposal came at a time when the 
Federal Power Commission was delv- 
ing into the operations of the Niagara 
Falls Power Co. and its request for an 
additional 275 sec.-ft. of flow. 


Utility Property Transfer 
Made by Ohio Unit 
Seneca County property of the Ohio 
Public Service Co. has been transferred 


to the Toledo Edison Co. in a deed 
filed at Tiffin. 
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RANGES AND WATER HEATERS—Great success is being achieved in the Modern 
Kitchen Bureau's electric range and water heater campaigns now in full sway. 
Interest of Portland General Electric and Northwestern Electric in the drive in indicated 
by the more than 600 dealers and sales representatives of the two utilities 





Urge Utilities Take 
Case to People 


Griffith says industry cannot 
compete with government — 
Pays tribute to Ross 


Private business cannot win a com- 
petitive fight against the United States 
Treasury, Franklin T. Griffith, presi- 
dent of Portland General Electric Co., 
told the fourteenth annual meeting of 
the business development section of 
the Northwest Electric Light and 
Power Association, held recently in 
Portland, Ore. 

Mr. Griffith said that Bonneville and 
Grand Coulee would superimpose large 
capacities of power on those now ex- 
isting in the territory. He urged that 
the private utilities continue to co- 
operate with the government and con- 
vince the people that load could be 
found for these federal plants better 
through existing private agencies than 
through public utility districts. 

Speakers on the’ three-day program 
emphasized that the commercial men 
of the industry would find the solution 
to the power problem by increasing 
sales and loads. W. A. Huckins, Utah 
Power & Light, chairman of the sec- 
tion, presided at the general sessions. 

C. J. Strike, president of Idaho 
Power Co., declared that the fight, if 
fight it was, should be removed from 
Washington and localized on main 
street. He said that the people in the 
community could then decide as how 
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the power from the federal projects 
should be distributed. 

Low rates and good service were not 
the real issue in the power’ fight in the 
Northwest, K. M. Robinson, president 
of Washington Water Power Co., said, 
since the private utilities had given 
both. He indicated that pioneering 
may have just begun, since the indus- 
try must now undertake to dispose of 
additional large blocks of power. 

More than 280 delegates, including 
representatives from 22 utility com- 
panies, stood in silent tribute to the 
late J. D. Ross, Bonneville Adminis- 


trator. 
e 


British Will Spend 
$72,500,000 in 1939 


The value of the extensions to elec- 
trical equipment this year planned by 
British undertakings associated with 
the National Grid will reach the record 
total of £14,500,000 ($72,500,000). The 
extensions have been made necessary t0 
meet the anticipated demand for energy 
during the winters of 1940 and 1941, 
and, when completed, will add 800,000 
kw. to the existing capacity. Last year 


the extensions accounted for an addi- 
t anal 700,000 kw. 
Meanwhile the output of energy 8 


reaching record proportions. eturns 
issued by the British Electricity Com- 
mission show that 24,376,000,000 units 
were generated by authorized under 
takings last year, an increase o{ more 
than 6 per cent. 
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Lure of Public Power 
Fails to Hold Users 


After a “fling” with Imperial Irrigation District many users 
are returning to lines of Nevada-California Electric— 
West says competition picture is satisfactory 


Weaning customers away from a util- 
ity is proving a more difficult job than 
had been anticipated by the Imperial 
Irrigation District since it started its 
competition with the Nevada-California 
Electric Corp. Customers who “jumped” 
the company’s service for the “benefits” 
of public ownership are now returning 
to the “fold.” 

A. B. West, president of the utility, 
points out in a letter to stockholders 
that “not only is the competition pic- 
ture satisfactory, but when a broader 
view is taken the policy adopted by the 
Imperial Valley appears to even greater 
advantage.” He says that there is 
every indication that the corporation 
will retain a very substantial part of 
the business even in the face of the 
strenuous efforts to get customers away 
from the company. 


Constructs Plant 


In 1936 the district constructed a 
Diesel plant at Brawley and built dis- 
tribution lines covering most of the 
city. After a year and a half of stren- 
uous effort the district had connected 
less than one-half the meters. At the 
end of 1938 the utility was serving 53 
per cent of the meters in the city and 
60 per cent in the Brawley district. 

Mr. West declared that in November, 
1938, construction of distribution facili- 
ties throughout the valley, outside of 
Brawley, had reached the point where 
the district was ready to connect busi- 
ness from the corporation. As early as 
September, 1938, it started opening of- 
fices and organizing personnel for the 
purpose of a drive for business when 
lines were ready. With an office in 
every town in the valley the campaign 
started in the middle of November. At 
the end of January the district had 
been able to connect only 13 per cent 
of the meters outside of Brawley. 

Another significant fact is that 65 
days after competition started 97 cus- 
tomers obtained by the district had re- 
turned to the company’s lines. In 
Brawley it was 66 days after the dis- 
trict began connecting customers that 
the utility began to reconnect them. In 
the entire valley, where there are more 
than 10,700 meters, the district has been 
able to make a net gain of only 603 
meters in the first 51 days, while in 
Brawley, with only 2,320 meters, they 
secured 597 meters in the same period. 
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Offers by the corporation which 
would result in the full development 
and co-operative use of all the power 
that could be generated on the All- 
American Canal have been repeatedly 
rejected by the Imperial Irrigation Dis- 
trict, Mr. West declared. By rejecting 
these offers and entering into competi- 
tion against the corporation the dis- 
trict will delay indefinitely the full 
utilization of the power potentialities of 
the All-American Canal and will receive 
much lower net revenue, Mr. West 
said. 

“In addition to the loan and grant 
from PWA of $2,760,000 made in 1937 
and despite the fact that the district 
was in default on interest and prin- 
cipal of its bonds, an allotment of $1,- 
900,000 was made the district in Sep- 
tember, 1938. This brings the allot- 
ment of PWA funds on loans and grants 
to a total of $4,660,000. This money is 
being utilized for the construction of 
two hydro plants on the All-American 
Canal, a Diesel standby plant at Braw- 
ley and transmission and distribution 
facilities duplicating those of the cor- 
poration throughout the valley.” 

In addition to the PWA funds the 
district has received $700,000 from the 
REA for construction of 600 miles of 
rural lines. These projects are being 
built in territory not previously served 
by the utility and which does not offer 
a threat to the rural business. 

Mr. West pointed out that during the 
past five years the corporation has been 
able to overcome a loss of $1,763,500 in 
business and to register an increase of 
$835,546 in gross revenue. This loss 
included a $823,000 rate reduction. 
Kilowatt-hour sales have increased 63 
per cent and revenue 20.7 per cent 
during the period. Mr. West declared 
that the ability of the electrical busi- 
ness to absorb losses of this magnitude 
and still register an increase in elec- 
trical earnings of over 20 per cent in 
five years gives assurance that any 
probable loss in the Imperial Valley 
can be overcome in a few years. 


Clear Pettit of Charges 


Investigation of charges brought by 
a fellow employee that L. A. Pettit, 
senior analyst with the SEC, was too 
friendly with Victor Emanuel, chair- 
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man of Standard Gas & Electric, has 
resulted in a finding by SEC officials 
that the charges are unfounded. Robert 
Williams, who brought the charges, has 
resigned from SEC employ. 


REA Makes Contract 
for Electric Meters 


Arrangements have been made by 
the Rural Electrification Administration 
with all manufacturers of electric me- 
ters for a new group purchasing plan 
whereby REA-financed co-operatives 
will benefit by substantial economies 
through buying in larger lots than 
was customary. 

Under the plan REA will accumulate 
requests of its borrowers for bids on 
their individual meter requirements 
until such requests attain the volume 
on which manufacturers grant their 
greatest discounts and most favorable 
terms. The REA will invite all the 
meter manufacturers to bid for the 
supplying of meters required by a dozen 
or so co-operatives, rather than having 
each firm bid on each individual order 
separately. In the past few months ap- 
propriate quantities of meters to qualify 
for such group purchases have been 
reached at about two weeks’ intervals. 

REA will not handle any orders 
itself, nor will it buy or sell the 
meters. It will accumulate the requests, 
asks bids and the manufacturer will 
deliver meters directly to the projects 
in accordance with the individual or- 
ders and bill each cooperative for its 
portion of the group purchase at the 
unit price of the entire accumulated 
order. The plan is said to reduce 
sales costs to manufacturers, and gives 
the co-operatives the benefit of large 
scale buying. 


Increases Building Budget 


Public Service Company of Colorado 
has increased its budget for expendi- 
ture on plant improvement from 
$1,600,000 in 1938 to $2,500,000 for 
1939. A new turbine for the Valmont 
plant, feeder for the “central system,” 
and extension of a line to Fort Lupton 
are included in the program. 


Plans $750,000 Project 


Surveys for a projected $750,000 
power extension development are being 
carried out by the Northern British 
Columbia Power Co., Prince Rupert, 
B. C. Actual undertaking of the pro- 
posal, however, rests upon possible new 
industrial developments at Prince Ru- 
pert, according to J. J. Little, general 
manager of the company. 
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High Tension Group 
Will Meet in Paris 


The tenth meeting of the C.I.G.R.E. 
(International High-Tension Confer- 
ence) will be held in Paris from Thurs- 
day, June 29, until Saturday, July 8. 
The conference, a continuation of the 
nine former meetings, which have been 
held regularly every two years since 
1921, will deal particularly with the 
most recent progress in the construc- 
tion and maintenance of apparatus 
used for generation, transformation and 
circuit rupture, construction insulation 
and maintenance of overhead lines 
and underground cables and the opera- 
tion, protection and interconnection of 
networks. 

One hundred and ten reports from 
20 different countries will be presented 
and discussed. 

Members of the American National 
Committee of C.I.G.R.E. include: F. 
Attwood (committee president), Ohio 
Brass; F. A. Allner, Pennsylvania Wa- 
ter & Power; P. L. Bellaschi, Westing- 
house; W. W. Lewis, General Electric; 
E. L. Moreland, M.I.T.; Philip Sporn, 
American Gas & Electric; J. B. White- 
head, Johns Hopkins, and J. C. Parker, 
Consolidated Edison. 


Northwestern University 
Gets Engineering Gift 


A gift of $6,735,000 to Northwestern 
University for a foundation of an insti- 
tute of technology at Evanston, IIl., was 
announced last week by Walter Dill 
Scott, president. This sum was donated 
by the Walter P. Murphy Foundation 
of Chicago and is the largest donation 
by a living person ever to be received 
by the university. Mr. Murphy is presi- 
dent of the Standard Railway Equip- 
ment Co. 

According to President Scott, Mr. 
Murphy has great admiration for the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and California Tech and decided that 
the middle West should have such an 
institution. The unit will provide facili- 
ties for about 800 students in the de- 
partment of civil, mechanical, electrical 
and chemical engineering. Construction 
of the new building, an H-shaped four- 
story structure, will start immediately 
in the hope of being ready by the begin- 
ning of the 1940 semester. 


Utility Employees Get 
Safe Driving Awards 


Perfect-record emblems of the Na- 
tional Safety Council were awarded to 
226 employees of the Commonwealth 
Edison Co. service and repair depart- 
ment who had driven company cars a 


10 (936) 


total of 10,614,000 miles in city traffic 
without a chargeable accident. 

Eighty drivers received emblems in- 
dicative of six years without an accident, 
nineteen received five-year decorations 
and 127 were presented with one to 
four-year awards. 


Westinghouse Song 
Prizes are Awarded 


A $100 check as first prize in the 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Co. competition for a company song 
has been sent to Schulter Cassidy Mor- 
gan, Tulsa, Okla., by A. W. Robertson, 
chairman of the board. The song was 
selected from 66 entries submitted by 
Westinghouse employees in plants and 
offices throughout the country. 

Honorable mention was voted H. 
Hanson, an inspector at the company’s 
works in Newark, N. J., and Miss Ber- 
tha Wells, an employee in the plant at 
Chicopee Falls, Mass. 

Mr. Morgan was born in 1907 in 
Schulter, Okla., the first child in the 
community after Oklahoma was admit- 
ted to statehood. 


Sponsors Metering Course 


A short course and conference for 
electric metermen will be sponsored at 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute at Au- 
burn April 10-14 under the auspices of 
the school of electrical engineering. 


MEETINGS 


Oklahoma Utilities Association—Annual conven- 
tion, Tulsa Hotel, Tulsa, Okla, April 3-4, Kate 
A. Niblack, secretary, 625-626 Biltmore Hotel, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. . 





Midwest Power Conference—Palmer House, Chi- 
cago, Ill., April 5-7. L. E. Grinter, dean Ar- 
mour Institute of Technology, Chicago, Ill. 


Missouri Valley Electric Association—Engineering 
conference, President Hotel, Kansas City, Mo., 
April 6-7. |. D. Pettegrew, acting director, 1527 
Sharp Bldg., Lincoln, Neb. 


Missouri Association of Public Utilities—Annual 
convention, Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City, 
Mo., April 12-14. Jesse Blythe, assistant secre- 
tary. Merchants Bank Bldg., 101 West High 
St., Jefferson City, Mo. 


Maryland Utilities Association—Spring meeting, 
Lord Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, d., April 
14. Warren D. Haley, secretary, 16 Carroll 
Ave., Takoma Park, ; 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—South- 
west district meeting, Houston, Tex., April 
17-19. North Eastern district meeting, Spring- 
field, Mass., May 3-5. H. H. Henline, national 
secretary, 33 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


Northwest Electric Light and Power Association— 
Engineering and operation section, Seattle, 
Wash., April 19-22; accounting and business 
practice section, Vancouver, B. C., May 26-27. 
Berkeley Snow, secretary, 707 Spalding Bldg., 
Portland, Ore. 


Electrochemical Society—Spring convention, 
Columbus, Ohio, April 2629. Dr. Colin G. 
Fink, secretary, Columbia University, N. Y. 


National Electrical Wholesalers Association—An- 
nual convention, The Homestead, Hot Springs, 
Va., May 22-25. E. Donald Tolles, managing 
director, 165 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
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Prize Snap Contest 
Entries Rolling In 


Entries for the ELEcTRICAL Wort 
prize picture contest have started roll]. 
ing in, with S. P. Kroeker, Oklahoma 
Gas & Electric, sending in the first 
picture. The large number of requests 
from utility companies for reprints of 
the announcement of the contest indi- 
cates keen interest among utility em. 
ployees, who are out for “snaps” of 
company activities. 

There is still plenty of time to get 
into the contest for the prizes for 
entries can be mailed up to May 1], 
One utility has organized a local con- 
test among its employees from which 
will be selected as winners the pic- 
tures to be entered into the ELEcrricat 
Wortp contest. 

Reprints of the announcement are 
available and will be sent upon request, 
So far more than 4,500 extra reprints 
have been sent to utility companies for 
use by their employees. Prize winners 
will be announced in the June 3 issue. 


PUAA Better Copy Due 
in Mail by April 15 


All entries in the better copy con- 
test of the Public Utilities Advertising 
Association must be in the mail no 
later than April 15, the contest commit- 
tee has announced. 

At a meeting of the committee in 
New York on March 3. Howard F. 
Weeks, president of the PUAA, pointed 
out that the committee was striving for 
a vastly broadened participation in the 
competition this year. Rules for enter- 
ing copy have been sent all members 
of the association, and others interested. 
The contest is open to any utility. 


Ask Board to Reconsider 
Sale Suspension Order 


Declaring that the two years’ delay 
in consummating the sale of the fran- 
chises and property of Northern Penn- 
sylvania Power Co. to Metropolitan 
Edison Co. has been due to no fault of 
the companies, “which in every way 
endeavored to obtain prompt and fav- 
orable action from the Pennsylvania 
Public Utilities Commission,” these 
companies have petitioned the FPC to 
reconsider its order of February 14, 
1939, suspending the authorization 
granted November 20, 1936, and permit 
the sale without further hearing. Other- 
wise the companies request the com- 
mission to grant a hearing on the pres: 
ent petition in accordance with Section 
313 of the Federal Power Act, and 
vacate the order of February 14. 
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In utility financial statements L-M Reclosing Fuse es 6“ 


Cutouts “rest their case”. For here is the proof ? yyyeNv® - 


- : pts ° 
that counts, the dollars and cents evidence of  «**™ 
decreased costs and increased profits. On your 
lines, too, L-M Reclosing Cutouts assure decreased 


Get These L-M Reclosing 
Features: 


FULLY AUTOMATIC OPERATION . . . noth- 
ing to “‘cock’’, nothing the lineman 
you money and trouble, and pay for themselves. must remember to do, and impossi- 


bility of two fuses being in parallel. 


UNMISTAKABLE INDICATION . . . L-M 
Reclosing Cutouts have only two 
positions, the normal “Up” posi- 
tion and the “Dropout” position, 
no confusing third or intermediate 
position. One quick glance from 
the ground tells the exact condi- 
tion of the cutout. 


FIRM, SURE CONTACTS . .. L-M Car- 

tridges are positively latched in the 

1. TYPE RLO “Up” position. They cannot drop 
5000, 7500/2500, 15000 V. out of contact due to vibration. They 
50 and 100 Amp. are “Up” till the fuse link blows. 


2. TYPE RLD ‘ 


Tue ae clearing time lapse between opening 
and reclosing the circuit, prevents 

my Br nce needless blowing of a second fuse 
5000 Volts — 50 Amp. g se. 


outage losses, fewer troubleman’s trips, increased 
profits per Kilowatt-Hour, improved customer 
relationships . . . that’s how L-M Reclosers save 


Standardize on L-M Reclosing Fuse 
Cutouts... they pay for themselves. 
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LATEST UNIT—Gatineau Power Co., Ottawa, recently completed the 
installation of this new 34,000-hp. unit, the fifth of its size, at the Chelsea 
plant on the Gatineau River, bringing its designed capacity to 170,000 hp. 
The Canadian Westinghouse turbine is rated 36,000 kva., 3-phase, 60 cycle, 
6,600 volts, 100 r.p.m., 80 per cent power factor, 70 deg. C. rise, class B 
insulation. The Dominion Engineering turbine is of the Francis type, rated 
34,000 hp. under a net effective head of 93 ft. at a speed of 100 r.p.m. 
The total weight is 650,000 Ib. 


ICE BOX ROUND-UP—Thirteen refrigerator manufacturers, twelve dis- 
tributors and 875 approved dealers are co-operating with Consolidated 
Edison Co. of New York, Inc., in its gigantic "round-up" of old ice boxes 
to be replaced with automatic refrigerators. Seated at the head table 
at the opening dinner meeting at the Waldorf Astoria, at which more KILOWATT'S FLAME—Boiler room of the James Reed station of Duquesne 
than 2,200 attended, are seen (I. to r.) C. R. D'Olive, vice-president of Light Co. on Brunot's Island in the Ohio River near Pittsburgh's Golden 
Crosley Corp.; Floyd L. Carlisle, chairman, and E. F. Jeffe, vice-president, Triangle. Single-end stokers, 23 ft. long, which can produce 300,000 |b. 
Consolidated Edison of steam an hour in base load and 400,000 Ib. on peaks were installed 
by Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co. 


SELECTING WINNERS—A silver trophy and cash pri § 
Bureau await the operating utility doing the best allroun el 
the committee is faced with the formidable task é as 
L. to r—Harold L. Martin, manager of Modern Kitch 8 
water heater section of NEMA; George ©. King, Broctt? 
committee chairman, and A. H. Jaeger, chairman of pamgce 
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of NEMA. Winners will be announced at the annua 
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BROTHERS IN SERVICE—Nearly a century and a quarter with New 

York Power & Light organization is the service record of the Wright 

brothers of Cohoes, N. Y. L. to r.—Edward L., the youngest in point 

: . of service, an automatic mechanic at Albany, 33 years; Frank, recently 

- , ; retired, has 47 years, and Charles F., with 42 years, is in the building 

INDUSTRY EXHIBIT—The old and the new will be shown in the exhibit of the electric maintenance department at Albany. The trio spent many years at the 
utility industry at the New York World's Fair. This is the street of 1892 with its cobble- Cohoes hydro-electric station, where the picture was taken 

stoted, gas-lit thoroughfare, which will be contrasted with the boulevard of today with 
its plectric lights and modern stores 
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SOUTH MEADOW STATION — Generating 
capacity of 40,000 kw., General Electric unit, 
waf added to the South Meadow station of 
Hartford Electric Light Co., where expansion 
wokk is progressing rapidly. A 425,000-lb-per- 
ho¥r boiler is also being added Seated 
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NEWS for the 
power industry from 
Anaconda Engineers 


\ N elaborate system of tests has been built 
\. up at Anaconda laboratories in order 
that cable insulations may be subjected to 
“accelerated years” of service and exposure. 
By speeding up the conditions of service 
under which cables must perform, we pre- 
determine the durability of new insulations 
and constructions. By studying the results, we 
are able now to improve upon present types 
and offer the industry cables that are definitely 
more resistant to severe conditions, without 
waiting for the long years of equivalent service 
life to get the answer. Each year, in Anaconda 
laboratories, hundreds of new compounds are 
manufactured and subjected to these and other 
severe accelerated tests. Out of the many in- 
sulations tested each year, only a few are ac- 
cepted as worthy of the Anaconda name. 
Such painstaking search is indicative of the 
endeavor of Anaconda engineers to build long 
life and outstanding performance into Ana- Aim ore ‘ — f 
conda cables. The benefits of this research / eee 4 mine aging qualities of rub- 


ber insulation when subjected 


are being passed on to industry in the form # ¥ to onygen premive and best 


of more enduring constructions. 


Put your problem up to Anaconda 


Determining the effect of ozone 
on high-voltage rubber and 
put the matter up to Anaconda engineers. synthetic insulation: 


When you have a cable problem of any kind, 


For your day-to-day requirements also, you 
ae : : pot = F : F Visit the Copper 
will find that the name “Anaconda” on cables a & Brass Industry 
: ; * Exhibit in the 
means the utmost in service. s92% : ae Metals Building, 
. : a New York World's 
Fair—1939. 








Output Drops to 1937 
Level; Gains Over ‘38 


Production of 2,198,681,000 kw.-hr. 
by the electric light and power industry 
during the week ended March 25, as 
reported by the Edison Electric Insti- 

tute. indicates a continuation of the 
seasonal decline that has been in prog- 
ress since the end of January, although 
the increase over 1938 is the largest 
{ recorded thus far this year, having 
| risen to 11.3 per cent. 
; Comparison with 1937 is less fav- 
orable. Heretofore production has been 
moderately higher than it was in that 
year. The margin has now disappeared ; 
the output last week was almost identi- 
cal with that of the week of March 27, 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 
1939 1938 1937 


Mar. 25...2,199 Mar. 26...1,975 Mar. 27...2,200 
Mar. 18...2,225 Mar. 19...2,018 Mar. 20...2,211 
Mar. Goi Mar. 12...2,015 Mar. 13...2,213 
Mar. 4...2,244 Mar. 5...2,036 Mar. 6...2,200 
Feb. 25...2,226 Feb. 26...2,031 Feb. 27...2,207 
Feb. 18...2,249 Feb. 19...2,059 Feb. 20...2,212 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 

Region 5 Mar. 18 Mar. | 
ty England ..... 3 
Middle Atlantic ‘ 
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Rocky Mountain 
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1938, which it missed by a negligibly 
small fraction. That is, the decline is 
steeper than in 193#-but less than it 
was last year. 

Regionally the greatest gain over 
1938 occurred in New England. Mar- 
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gins are being maintained in the Cen- 
tral Industrial area, are increasing mod- 
erately in the Middle Atlantic and are 
definitely expanding in the Pacific 
States. In the Mountain States—mining 
area—progress hesitates. 





Boiler Contracts Awarded 
by Consolidated Edison 


Consolidated Edison Company of New 
York, Inc., has awarded contracts for 
two new boiler units of 65,000 kw. 
each. One unit has been placed with 
Combustion Engineering Co. and one 
with Babcock & Wilcox Co. It is esti- 
mated that each unit, which will have 
acapacity of 650,000 Ib. of steam, will 
cost approximately $500,000. 

General Electric Co. and Westing- 





‘d house Electric & Manufacturing Co. 

it each received an order for a 65,000-kw. 
generator and other electrical equip- 
ment. 


. Drops Hydro Application 


_FPC has announced its order dismis- 

sing, without prejudice, an application 

Hy filed in 1936 by the Inter-County 
//, 4 Municipal Power District and Feder- 
ated Electric Co-operative of Polk and 
Burnett counties, Wis., for preliminary 
permit for a proposed hydro-electric 
project to be located on the St. Croix 
ver in Pine County, Minn., and Bur- 
nett County, Wis. Included in the proj- 
ect is a power house estimated to de- 











velop 19,000 hp. The order of dis- 
missal follows the receipt by the com- 
mission of information from the at- 
torney for the former applicant, ad- 
vising that the applicant was non-ex- 
istent. 
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Battersea Unit Progresses 


At the recent annual meeting of the 
London (England) Power Co., Ltd., 
the chairman stated that the second 
section (B) of the Battersea power sta- 
tion now in course of construction will 
operate at an initial steam pressure of 
1,300 lb. per sq.in. and a temperature 
of 950 deg. F., as compared with 600 
lb. and 850 deg. F. in the original (A) 
of the plant. It is expected that the new 
section will be in operation toward the 
end of next year. 


British Output Increases 


Authorized undertakings in the United 
Kingdom generated 2,334,000,000 units 
of electricity during February, com- 
pared with the revised figure of 2,145,- 
000,000. units in the corresponding 
month of 1938, an increase of 8.8 per 
cent. 


Wisconsin Electric Use 
Shows 25.8% Increase 


The Wisconsin Public Service Com- 
mission reports that rural electric con- 
sumption jumped 25.8 per cent in 1938 
and that the number of rural customers 
rose 9.5 per cent and utility revenue 
from rural customers was up 21.1. 

Sales to small business and industry 
increased 3 per cent compared with 
1937, sales to large concerns dropped 15 
per cent and the average use per resi- 
dential customer climbed 9.3 per cent. 

Wisconsin’s average cost per kilo- 
watt-hour decreased 5.5 per cent as 
compared with 1937 and the average 
residential bill increased 3.2 per cent. 


Illinois Electric Sales 


Total sales of energy to ultimate con- 
sumers by eleven large electric utilities 
in Illinois amounted to 604,231,889 
kw.-hr. in Februar apared with 
553,601,348 kw.-hr. ... the similar 
month of last year. This is a 9.1 per 
cent increase in sales. Comparison of 
the month’s sales with those for Janu- 
ary, 1939, reveals a decrease of 6.2 per 
cent. 
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Utility Executives Assume 
New Duties in Connecticut 


Several executive changes in the 
Connecticut Light & Power Co. which 
became effective March 21 at the or- 
ganization meeting of directors were an- 
nounced in ELEctTRICAL WorLbp, March 
25, page 63. All of the officials involved 
have long service records with the Con- 
necticut utility. 

Irvin W. Day was elected a member 
of the executive committee in place 
of his former position of vice-presi- 
dent. A graduate of Cornell University, 
he served the company as vice-president 
for 22 years, and he served the chief 
predecessor company in official capaci- 
ties for six years. For many years he 
took an active part in the work of the 
old N.E.L.A. and is a_ past-president 
of what was the New England division. 

Robert H. Knowlton, who was elected 
executive vice-president and general 
manager, has been a vice-president of 
the company since 1927, the year after 
he became associated with the com- 
pany. His entire business career has 
been spent in the public utility field. 
Prior to joining the company as assist- 
ant to the president, he served in ex- 
ecutive capacities with several utility 


R. H. Knowlton 
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companies in New York and Pennsyl- 
vania. He is a graduate of Cornell 
University and for many years has 
been active in the affairs of the New 
England and national associations of 
the electric and gas industries. 

J. E. King, who has assumed the 
duties of vice-president in charge of 
operations, succeeded Irvin W. Day, 
who occupied that position for 22 years. 
Having joined the company as distribu- 
tion engineer in 1919, Mr. King served 
as its general operating superintendent 












during eleven of the 20 years he has 
been associated with the organization, 
To a large degree, he has been re- 
sponsible for the construction of the 
company’s statewide electric system. 
His connection with utility construction 
and operation began early in life, and 
he built some of the first electric plants 
to be erected in New York State. 
A.V.S. Lindsley, named _vice-presi- 
dent in charge of sales, has been the 
company’s sales manager for eighteen 
years. Following graduation from Cor- 
nell University, he spent several years 
with the Westinghouse Electric & Man- 
ufacturing Co. He entered the utility 
field in Syracuse and joined Connecti- 
cut Light & Power Co. on his return 
from duty overseas with the A.E.F. 


Manville Made Chairman 
of Johns-Manville Board 


Directors of the Johns-Manville Corp. 
have appointed H. Edward Manville 
chairman of the board, to succeed the 
late William R. Seigle. Mr. Manville 
has been actively connected with the 
company and its predecessor for 49 
years. 

Lewis H. Brown continues as presi- 


A. V. S. Lindsley 
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dent. Robert W. Lee, appointed vice- 
president in charge of finance in Janu- 
ary. assumed his duties with the com- 
pany this week. 
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Law Named Vice-President 
of Consolidated Edison 


At the organization meeting of the 
Consolidated Edison Co. of New York, 
Inc., held March 27, Clarence L. Law, 
executive assistant to the vice-chair- 
man of the board, was elected a vice- 
president of the company. Other officers 
were re-elected. Charles Nodder was 
elected an assistant secretary. 

Mr. Law has been with Consolidated 
Edison Co. and predecessor companies 





since 1906, when he became a special 
inspector in the contract and inspection 
department of the New York Edison 
Co. Five years later he was made 
manager of the bureau of illuminating 
engineering, and in 1923 received ap- 
pointment as assistant to the general 
commercial manager and also assistant 
to the vice-president of the Yonkers 
Electric Light & Power Co. In 1928 
he became general commercial man- 
ager of New York Edison and in 1935 
executive assistant to the president. 
He is a director of the Westchester 
Lighting Co. and the Yonkers Electric 
Light & Power Co. 

Mr. Law is chairman of the World’s 
Fair committee of Consolidated Edison 
and its associated companies. He has 
held many offices in industry organiza- 
tions—president of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society; chairman of the 
commercial national section of the old 
National Electric Light Association and 
chairman of its metropolitan New York 
section. and president of the Electrical 
Association of New York. 


>B. L. Pam has succeeded M. R. 
Rodger as sales manager of Central 
Illinois Public Service Co., Springfield, 
Ill. Mr. Palm was formerly sales man- 


ager of Northwestern Public Service 
Co., Huron, S. D., where he had served 
in various capacities, ranging from 
local office cashier to sales manager 
over the past 14 years. He was edu- 
cated at the University of Iowa. 


Pm Roy C. Muir, vice-president in 
charge of engineering for the General 
Electric Co., has been voted an hon- 
orary degree by the University of Wis- 
consin’s board of regents. 


> E. R. ScHAEFFER has been appointed 
superintendent of General Electric 
Co.’s Philadelphia works. Mr. Schaeffer 
had been supervisor of tool planning 
and wage rate since 1932. He has been 
continuously affiliated with G.E. for the 
past 20 years. 


> Cuartes D. Spa has joined the ad- 
vertising department of the Edison Gen- 
eral Electric Appliance Co., Inc., Chi- 
cago. He will be in charge of Hotpoint 
refrigerator advertising and sales pro- 
motion. Since 1926 Mr. Spaid has been 
engaged in promotional and advertising 
work within the electrical appliance 
industry. 


> G. R. ArMstronc has recently been 
named assistant general superintendent 
of the Louisville Gas & Electric Co. 
with offices at Louisville, Ky. Mr. Arm- 
strong has been general superintendent 
of construction for the company since 
July, 1928. He joined the construction 
department of the company in 1922 
after a connection with the Armstrong 
Vann Cotton Co., Muskogee, Okla. Mr. 
Armstrong is a graduate of Rose Poly- 
technic Institute. 


PO. G. Martino, vice-president and 
general manager of the Virginia East 
Coast Utilities, Inc., Richmond, retired 
from active service on March 15. Mr. 
Martino has been engaged in utility 
work for 31 years. A testimonial din- 
ner was given in his honor at the Hotel 
John Marshall on March 3, in which 
employees of the company, members of 
the East Coast Public Service Co. and 
former associates participated. A native 
of Federalsburg, Md., he plans to re- 
turn to his home there. 


>A. E. Pierce has been appointed 
sales manager of the Sierra Pacific 
Power Co., Reno, Nev., to succeed Fred 
G. Hodge, who has resigned to become 
associated with the Portland (Ore.) 
General Electric Co. Mr. Pierce was 
formerly supervisor of district repre- 
sentatives for the Blackstone Valley 
Gas & Electric Co. at Pawtucket, R. I. 
He joined that organization 14 years 
ago following his graduation from high 
school. He has held various positions 
in the sales department before going 
te Reno. 
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J]. W. Hook Made President 
of United Illuminating 


James W. Hook, president of the 
Geometric Tool Co., New Haven, Conn., 
has been elected president of the 
United Illuminating Co. of that city 
and Bridgeport, succeeding Albert W. 
Kraft. Mr. Hook brings to the com- 
pany the fruits of a notable business 
and civic career. 

A graduate of Iowa State College, 
he spent a year in newspaper work 
in Wyoming and for the next decade 
engaged in engineering, manufacturing 
and sales activities in lowa. From 1916 
to 1923 he was president of the Allied 
Machinery Co., New York City, and in 





the latter year acquired a controlling 
interest in the Geometric company, 
maker of precision threading tools. 

Active in community, regional and 
national affairs, Mr. Hook served the 
New England Council as president in 
1937 and 1938. He was vice-chairman 
of the durable goods committee of the 
NRA and had previously served as a 
member of President Hoover’s National 
Committee on Unemployment Relief. 
In 1934-35 he was chairman of the 
National Association of Manufacturers’ 
Committee on the Relations Between 
Business and Government. He is a di- 
rector of the Acme Wire Company, 
New Haven. 


OBITUARY 


> Lee J. RacspALe, supervisor of trans- 
mission lines for the Georgia Power 
Co., died in Atlanta February 22 in his 
forty-eighth year. A leader in the 
South in developing the use of wood for 
better insulation on transmission lines, 
he invented plank arms for “H” frame 
structures and the brace gain as well 
as many other devices improving line 
construction. Mr. Ragsdale attended 
Georgia Institute of Technology, He 
has been connected with Georgia Power 
since 1913. 
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Orders Rise Shown 
by Reliance Electric 


The volume of government orders to 
the Reliance Electric & Engineering 
Co., Cleveland, for electrical equip- 
ment has grown to the extent that the 
company has found it advisable to re- 
serve a definite portion of its produc- 
tion facilities for the handling of this 
kind of. business, Clarence L. Collens, 
president, told stockholders at the an- 
nual meeting. 

“In addition to army and _ navy 
orders,” Mr. Collens said, “an increas- 
ingly wide variety of industries are 
showing an active interest in improving 
their manufacturing methods and 
processes. This, in turn, has called for 
the installation of the most modern 
motors and related electrical equip- 
ment to realize a satisfactory return 
upon investments in such rehabilita- 
tion work. Orders already on our 
books give us the largest back-log we 
have had in over a year.” 


Two Manufacturers Form 
Electric Welding Concern 


General Electric Co. and Air Re- 
duction Co. have formed a_ jointly 
owned subsidiary to combine opera- 
tions of the two companies in produc- 
tion of electric welding machines and 
equipment. 

The new company, Weldrod Corp., 
has a capital of $600,000, in which 
General Electric and Air Reduction 
each has a half interest. Plants have 
been built at Sparrow Point, Md., and 
at Cleveland, Ohio, to make welding 
rods and electrodes for the welding 
apparatus. 

e 


Forms New Company 


Industrial Instruments, Inc., Bay- 
onne, N. J., has been formed with 
Nathan Schnoll, formerly chief engi- 
neer of Solor Manufacturing Corp., as 
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president and chief engineer. The 
company will specialize in the produc- 
tion of test equipment for industrial 
applications. 


Show Good Bookings, 
Dividend Doubted 


Sales of the Johns-Manville Corp. 
thus far in 1939 have been about on a 
level with those of a year ago, Lewis H. 
Brown, president, stated at the recent 
annual meeting of stockholders. The 
outlook is that first quarter results will 
be only slightly better than in the simi- 
lar period of 1938, when net sales were 
$10,435,119, he said. 

First quarter estimates do not indi- 
cate that the company is in a position 
to declare a dividend on the common 
stock, Mr. Brown said. “The resumption 
of dividends on the company’s junior 
stock on a regular basis depends upon 
sustained recovery and better business, 
and that cannot be foreseen in view of 
the complicated domestic and interna- 
tional situations at present,” he added. 

However, the profit picture for the 
first quarter will be more satisfactory 
than was the case last year, Mr. Brown 
said. “Our bookings are ahead of last 
year in every department except one,” 
he continued. “We have had a meeting 
in that department with more than 
3,000 of our key dealers, and all report 
that stocks are low and prospects for 
business this spring are encouraging.” 


A-C Moves Houston Office 


Announcement has been made by 
the Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. 
that its office at Houston, Tex., for 
handling power, electrical and indus- 
trial machinery, has been moved to 
1719 McKinney Avenue. K. P. Ribble, 
district manager, continues in charge. 

The company has declared a 25-cent 
dividend to holders of the common 
stock. Last year the company paid 371% 
cents each in March, June, September 
and December. 





Profits of Square D 
Show 25% Increase 


Profits of Square D Co. in January 
and February showed a gain of ap- 
proximately 25 per cent over the first 
two months of last year, F. W. Magin, 
president, told stockholders at the an- 
nual meeting. 

Mr. Magin said he had _ predicted 
some time ago that the company’s sales 
volume in 1939 would record an in- 
crease of 15 to 20 per cent over last 
year and was still hopeful that it would 
be realized in spite of the European 
situation. 

Mr. Magin stated that the company 
is going into the commercial refriger- 
ator and air-conditioning field “ex- 
tensively” with its valves and _ regu- 
lators. 


General Electric Awards 
$72,000 in Prize Contest 


Checks for $1,000 each have been 
awarded 20 home builders in fourteen 
states by General Electric Co. as win- 
ners in its “electrical standard of liv- 
ing” activity, according to C. W. Stuart, 
manager of the G. E. home bureau. A 
total of $72,000 in prizes was disbursed 
by the company to various participants. 
Mr. Stuart stated that approximately 100 
electric service companies, serving half 
of the country’s domestic meters, Co- 
operated in sponsoring the competition, 
and a number of the utilities also spon- 
sored local contests and offered sub- 
stantial cash awards. 


Washer Shipments Up 
18 per Cent in February 


Factory shipments of household wash- 
ers in February attained the greatest 
one-month total since September, 1937, 
aggregating 129,885. This is an increase 
of 37.1 per cent over the shipments re- 
ported for February, 1938, according to 
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industry figures reported to Joseph R. 
Bohnen, executive secretary-treasurer of 
the American Washer and Ironer Manu- 
facturers’ Association. Shipments in 
February, a short month, also were 18.1 
per cent greater than in January, 1939. 
The two-month total of 239,794 wash- 
ers is 43.2 per cent greater than the 
shipments in the corresponding months 
of 1938. 

Household ironers shipped in Febru- 
ary were 8,016, compared to 10,823 in 
February, 1938. 


Phelps Dodge Cable Order 


The Phelps Dodge Copper Products 
Corp. has obtained an order for power 
cable, valued at $450,000, for use in the 
extension of the transmission and distri- 
bution system of the municipal electric 
light plant of Jacksonville, Fla. The 
cable is to be installed underground 


and has a capacity rating of about 
100,000 kw. 


Manufacturers Issue 
Profit Statements 


Among the electrical manufacturing 
companies that have recently issued re- 


ports covering 1938 operations are the 
following: 


James R. Kearney Corp.—Net profit, 
$132,964 after charges and taxes, equal to 
53 cents per common share after preferred 
disbursements. This compares with net 
profit of $285,037 in 1937, equal to $1.19 
per common share. Company closed the 
year with ratio of current assets to current 
liabilities of 4.12 to 1 as against 3.25 to 1 
at the close of 1937. 

Jouns-Manvitte Corp.—Earned $1,455.,- 
302 in 1938 after taxes and reserves. Profit 
is equal, after preferred dividends, to 
$1.09 a share on the 850,000 common shares. 
This compares with a net profit of $5,451,- 
844 in 1937, or $5.80 a share. The earnings 
in 1937 included $218,750 dividends re- 
ceived from the Johns-Manville Credit 
Corp. The balance sheet of December 31, 
last, shows current assets of $20,473,282, 
current liabilities of $3,055,345 and net 
working capital of $17,417,937. 

Stewart-WarNER Corp.—Net loss, $294,- 
323, comparing with net income in 1937 of 
$1,241,847, equal to $1.48 per share. Stew- 
art-W arner sales declined approximately 
«! per cent to $22,561,450. In 1937 sales 
totaled $30,960,718. 

American TRANSFORMER—Net loss, $10,- 
28, compared with net income in 1937 of 


$39,112, equal to 71 cents each on 55,000 
capital shares. 





New York Metal Prices 
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Field Reports on Business 


The volume of generating equipment orders placed by utilities in the past few 
weeks indicates that earnings of electrical manufacturers will show good gains 


for the first quarter. 


Utilities are doing a good job in promoting electrical 


appliance sales. Many see a further rise in business. 


NEW YORK 


Although political conditions abroad will 
cause temporary upsetting reactions in this 
country, domestic industrial conditions are 
favorable for continued progress. It is likely 
that the spring rise will carry further than 
many have expected in the light of govern- 
ment political maneuvering. Indications 
are that Congress is bent on helping busi- 
ness by eliminating from existing laws those 
provisions which have deterred recovery. 

Investor confidence has been slow in re- 
turning to utility securities because of fear 
of what the government might do next in 
the way of competition. The tax difficulties 
arising when municipalities take over pri- 
vate facilities is getting nation-wide atten- 
tion and is tarnishing the glamour of gov- 
ernment so-called cheap power. Several 
utilities have placed orders for generating 
capacity, as well as boilers. Orders for 
transmission and distribution equipment 
are being scheduled. 

Appliance sales are attracting more at- 
tention. The General Electric show here 
last week, following the recent launching 
of the Consolidated Edison “Old ice box 
round-up,” indicates that sales in this area 
will show substantial improvement over the 
next few months. Refrigerator sales are 
higher. Retail outlets report good response 
for small appliances with load-building ac- 
tivities on the increase. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Quotations for heavy electrical machinery 
are being received on a confidential basis 
by manufacturers in this district in con- 
nection with a large volume of naval con- 
struction under way in local shipyards. 
Small motor sales show an encouraging 
trend; one manufacturer reports the sale 
of 27 5-hp. motors to a Massachusetts ma- 
chine tool manufacturer; another order for 
ten 3-hp. motors was placed by a Rhode 
Island manufacturer and small lots rang- 
ing up to ten or more are the rule as 
noted by one distributor. Recently a promi- 
nent manufacturer of oil-burning equip- 
ment bought 300 '4-hp. motors; small 
switch and control apparatus sales are 
progressing. The first quarter sales volume 
of small motors and industrial electrical 
control apparatus will show an improve- 
ment over last year, according to opinion 
here. 

New England shipyards are interested 
in adding to their electric welder units. 
Orders were recently placed for six 115-kv. 
air-brake switches by a Maine utility and 
four similar switches by the New Hamp- 
shire Public Service Company. 

The Worcester Telegram-Gazette has 
purchased 34 20-watt fluorescent lamps 
from the Westinghouse Lamp Company. 
New lighting effects and electrical cooking 
apparatus are included in plans for mod- 
ernization of restaurants in this area in- 
volving more than $150,000 according to 
one engineer. 

Merchandising during the past month has 
been spotty, but reports from reliable 
sources indicate that sales to date are 
ahead of the volume reported for last year 
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at this time. Vermont central stations show 
a gain in the sale of both refrigerators 
and ranges as compared with last year; 
institutional electric cooking appliance 
sales are quite active. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Industrial business continued to improve 
and includes such immediate purchases as 
$5,000 special 500,000-circ.mil varnished 
cambric cable for shipbuilding firm; $4,000 
elevator motors and controls, 2,500 frac- 
tional-horsepower motors, value $30,000, for 
calculating machines, $7,000 of street rail- 
way armature coils and cutouts, and $8,000 
for 50 sets armature coils for steam rail- 
way. Other business resulting from Pacific 
Coast shipping revival includes a $254,300 
award for air-conditioning plant and motor- 
driven pumps for Puget Sound yard. 

Communication material purchases _in- 
clude a radio beacon for Honolulu, an in- 
tercommunicating telephone system for San 
Pedro air base and a carrier-current tele- 
phone installation for Kendrick plant, 
Wyoming. 

Prices are less steady, with tendency to 
resist recent advances in such lines as rub- 
ber and leaded wires and flexible conduit. 
Retail business is still somewhat below its 
usual seasonal level. Wire business, both 
present and prospective, is particularly 
good, largely because of the Bonneville 
transmission and distribution lines from 
Seattle to Eugene and Portland and the 
Seminoe line to Cheyenne. The outstanding 
order covers $80,000 weatherproof wire, 
largely Nos. 4 and 3/0, for Los Angeles. 


CHICAGO 


The trend of electrical business through- 
out the Middle West continues to move 
forward at a moderate pace. Virtually every 
manufacturer reports a steady expansion 
in sales over a year ago. Substantial gains 
have been registered in appliance sales, the 
favorable showing made in the larger 
household items for equipment from manu- 
facturing industries continue to improve 
and the margin over last year is being 
steadily widened. 

There is still, however, a noticeable hesi- 
tancy and lack of courage to go ahead ag- 
gressively on the part of many industries. 
On the whole, inventories are kept low, 
with production scheduled to take care 
of barely more than immediate needs. 
Utility buying is above a year ago and 
even greater improvement is anticipated 
for the second quarter. 

Federal funds are still being made avail- 
able in sizable amounts for REA and PWA 
projects. Electrical power output has held 
fairly steady the past few weeks at 11 per 
cent over the comparable 1938 period. 
Utilities are putting considerable more em- 
phasis on rewiring and refixturing through 
advertising and dealer co-operation. The 
results so far have been highly satisfactory. 
Air-conditioning sales this month show a 
decided improvement over last month and 
a year ago. 
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Bonds Gain, Stocks Dip in Week 
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Electric power and light stocks continued lower during the past week, with the “Elec- 
trical World” index off 0.2 point to 30.6: index a year ago, 22.9, low for 1938. Bonds 
showed a slight gain for the week, with the index higher by 0.1 point to 104.9 


Utilities Plan Two 
Large Bond Issues 


Gatineau Power Co. of Montreal has 
filed a registration under the Securities 
Act covering $62,500,000 of first mort- 
gage 3°4 per cent bonds, series A and 
B, due April 1, 1969. The company pro- 
poses to borrow $7,300,000 against 
promissory notes under a bank loan 
agreement, and will sell through cer- 
tain Canadian underwriters 35,000 
shares of 54% per cent cumulative pre- 
ferred stock. Proceeds to be received by 
the company from the sale of the bonds, 
promissory notes and preferred stock 
will be applied to the redemption on 
June 1 of $68,014,500 of first mortgage 
5 per cent gold bonds, due 1956. 

Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & 
Power Co. of Baltimore has notified its 
preferred-stock holders that the com- 
pany has filed with the SEC a registra- 
tion statement relating to a proposed 
issue of $22,306,300 of 4% per cent 
preferred stock to be offered to the 
holders of the existing preferred stock 
in exchange, share for share, for the 
5 per cent preferred stock, and, to the 
extent that it is not so taken in ex- 
change, to be sold to certain investment 
bankers who in turn may make an 
offering to the public for cash. 


Commonwealth Gives Basis 
of Subscription Rights 


Rights to subscribe to the forthcom- 
ing new issue of Commonwealth Edison 
Co. 3% per cent convertible debentures 
due 1958 will be on the basis of 36 
rights being required to subscribe for 
$100 principal amount of debentures. 
The new issue is now in course of regis- 
tration under the Federal Securities 
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Act, the registration statement having 
been filed March 16. A waiting period 
of 20 days must elapse before the regis- 
tration may become effective. Approval 
of Illinois Commerce Commission is 
also required. 


Federal Light Reports 
Rise in 1938 Earnings 


Although earnings of the Federal 
Light & Traction Co. are consistently 
showing small increases over a year 
ago, no definite policy has yet been de- 
termined regarding the payment of 
common dividends, C. S. Nichols, 
president of the company, told share- 
holders at the recent annual meeting. 

Due to the fact that the company 
has before it for 1939 capital expendi- 
tures of more than $1,000,000, or 
about $150,000 more than was spent 
in 1938, and because it would be dif- 
ficult for Federal Light subsidiaries 
to finance such improvements through 
the sale of new securities in the open 
market, the parent company must rein- 
vest earnings in the operating com- 
panies, Mr. Nichols said. 


Otter Tail Bond Issue 
Is Authorized by Board 


Over the dissent of Commissioner 
John W. Scott, the FPC authorized the 
issuance by the Otter Tail Power Co., 
Fergus Falls, Minn., of $1,200,000 of 
34% per cent first mortgage bonds, 
series of 1969. Proceeds will be used 
to retire $600,000 of five-year 3 per 
cent note obligations and also to finance 
plant extensions. 

In his dissenting opinion, Mr. Scott 
maintained that open and _ effective 
competition upon the part of qualified 
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underwriters was wholly lacking. The 
spread of $4 on each $100 bond (the 
bonds are to be offered at 98, while 
they will go to the underwriters at 94) 
“appears unjustifiable and unreason- 
able,” Mr. Scott said, in view of the 
fact that 123 utility bond issues have 
been sold to the public in the last four 
years, in which, for 107 issues. the 
spread was 2% per cent or less. 


Utilities Register 
Petitions with SEC 


Newport Electric Corp. has filed an 
application with the SEC in connec. 
tion with the sale of $304,000 of 4% 
per cent fifty-year gold mortgage bonds, 
due July 1, 1954, and the issuance of 
59,550 shares of $20 par value common 
stock in exchange for 11,910 shares of 
outstanding $100 par value common 
stock. All of the company’s outstanding 
common stock is held by Charles T. 
Adams, trustee Utilities Power & Light 
Corp. 

SEC has announced that the public 
hearing scheduled for March 28 in the 
proceedings to determine whether the $1 
par value common stock and $1 par value 
class A stock of Associated Gas & Electric 


Co. should be suspended or withdrawn 
from registration on national securities ex- 


changes has been further postponed to 
April 11. 
This is the first application filed on the 


commission’s new form for use by a regis- 
tered holding company or a_ subsidiary 
company in presenting to the commission 
under Section 6 or 7 of the Holding Com- 
pany Act, an issue or sale of securities, 
or an exercise of a privilege to alter the 
priorities, preferences, voting power or 
other rights of holders of a security of the 
company. 

Subject to certain conditions Central 
Indiana Power Co. has been granted ex- 
emption from the provisions of Section 
6(a) of the Public Utility Holding Com- 
pany Act for the issue and sale to the 
United States of America through the REA 
of 2.73 per cent collateral notes not to ex 
ceed $430,000. 

Hearing has been set for April 3 on the 
applications of Montaup Electric Co., 
Blackstone Valley Gas & Electric Co. and 
Eastern Utilities Associates in connection 
with the issuance, sale and pledge of 
$3,000,000 of 5-year non-interest bearing 
promissory note of Montaup Electric Co. 


Se 
Utility Reports (Earnings) 


Net Income 

1939 1938 
*Arkansas Pwr. & Lt....... $1,303,871 $1,381.08 
*Carolina Pwr. & Lt : 2,499,312 2,498.0 
*Dallas Pwr. & Lt.......... 1,601,135 1 598.7% 
*Houston Ltg. & Pwr...... 3,010,041 2,832 . 
MGM EOE. Sccocstoyccccn' 1,701,430 569 
*Louisiana Pwr. & Lt...... 978,492 1 
*Montana Pwr. and subs.. 2,692,837 a 
*New Orleans Pub. Serv.... _ 1,637,396 ee 
*Pub. Serv. N. J. and subs.... 23,451,549 42 a8 
*Texas Elec. Serv.......... 1,120,023 1334, ; 
*ienes Pwr. & bt..........: 1,968,951! 2 284 oy 
Mita Pwe. Se UE. os cee ves 1,393,722 !,700,5 


*Twelve months ended February 28. 
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Voice-Powered Telephone 


"Telfair Telfone," offered in models up to 
23 stations. Telfair Telfone Corp., Chrysler 
Building, New York, N. Y. 


While the chief applications of a new 
non-magnetic, voice-powered telephone are 
expected to be for intercommunicating 
service in offices, plants and factories, the 
makers report that it has also been found 
helpful in locations where noise offers a 
communication problem, notably turbo- 
generator rooms. Rochelle salt crystals are 
the voice-carrying medium, batteries being 
needed for the signaling scheme used— 
bells, buzzers, horns or other equipment. 
The device provides for selective ringing 
and selective talking between stations; 
on a twelve-station system, for example, 
six two-way conversations may be carried 
on at the same time. 


New Refrigerator 


Two temperatures are maintained in a 
new household electric refrigerator. In the 
main compartment a temperature of 36 to 
42 deg. is provided; in the separate 





“Dual-Temp" refrigerator; net capacity, 7 
cu.it. Stewart-Warner Corp., Chicago, Ill. 


“Frozen Foods” compartment an average 
temperature of 22 deg. below freezing is 
maintained, for the preservation of frozen 
foods. Additional features of the new re- 
frigerator are the use of a “Sterilizer Ray” 
amp, an ultra-violet ray lamp designed to 
‘ill bacteria and prevent mold formation; 
the maintenance of an 85 per cent relative 
umidity and the rearrangement of the 
evaporator to provide more usable space. 


Fluorescent Lamps 


Industrial flood and concentrating types 
and various styles of ornamental fixtures 
are included in a new line of units for the 
new fluorescent Mazda lamps. The indus- 
trial models take 18-, 24- or 36-in. lamps, 
while the other units use the 18-in. size. 
A combination counter and desk light, sug- 
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Fluorescent lighting equipment; for opera- 
tion on 110-120 volts, 60 cycles; also avail- 


able for d.c. Gruber Bros., 72-78 Spring 
St., New York, N. Y. 


gested for color matching or detail work, 
and an adjustable clamp type unit, for 
either single or double row of lamps, are 
pictured. 


Combination Linestarter 


'De-ion'' combination linestarter. Westing- 


house Electric & Mfg. Co., East Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 


With the insertion of one padlock, in- 
stead of the more customary two, this com- 
bination linestarter can be locked in the 
off position and the door locked shut. As 
an additional safety precaution, the door 
cannot be opened with the switch in the 
on position. The unit combines a mag- 
netically operated linestarter and a man- 
ually operated motor circuit switch and 
is designed for across-the-line starting of 
squirrel-cage motors or as primary switch 
for wound-rotor induction motors. 


Portable Fly Trap 


Flies and flying insects are electrocuted 
when they try to pass the charged rods of 
this fly trap to reach the light within and 
drop into the removable tray. The unit 
uses a built-in transformer to supply the 
electrocuting current, which imparts only 
a stinging sensation to finger tips. 





"Cesco" electrified fly trap: for use on 
110-120 volts, a-c. Chicago Electric Scien- 
tific Co., 2300 Warren Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 
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Appliance Timer Clock 


Model ‘''765'' timer clock; covers time 
range of I\'/ hours; for a.c. only; handles 
up to 1,650 watts. The Swartzbaugh Mfg. 
Co., Toledo, Ohio. 


With a new appliance timer clock it is 
not necessary to disconnect the clock to 
change from automatic to manual control. 
A knob on the device, which is intended 
for use with roasters and other electrical 
appliances to turn the current “on” and 
“off” or “off” only, permits instant switch- 
ing from one type of control to the other. 


Armored Cable 


''Blue-Bushed'* BX cable. General Electric 
Co., conduit products sales section, Bridge- 
port, Conn, 


A new armored cable uses an S-shaped 
paper wrap, which separates the conductors 
from each other, providing additional di- 
electric strength, and is said to make the 
cable easier to use. After the armor is 
removed from the cable, the bushings can 
be inserted between the paper and armor. 
The conductors can then be untwisted and 
the paper torn off close to the bushing. 


Attic Ventilator 


Attic ventilators are designed to provide 
constant circulation of air through the 
house during the hot summer months. Air 
withdrawn by the exhaust fan is replaced 
at the same time with fresh air from the 
outside through windows and doors. This 
model uses an aluminum alloy propeller, 
resilient mounted motor and a ball-bearing 
pillow block for quiet operation. It is 





Attic ventilator; 24- to 42-in. models, with 
1/6- to 1/3-hp. motors; for 110/120 volts, 
7 ~~ Diehl Mfg. Co., Elizabethport, 


pictured with a suction chamber in the 
background, in which it is intended to be 
used, 


Refrigeration Controls 


Refrigeration controls; temperature, pres- 
sure and combination temperature and 
pressure models available in a number of 
types for commercial and industrial appli- 


— Julien P. Friez & Sons, Baltimore, 


Heavy load carrying capacity is a 
claimed advantage of new refrigeration 
controls which use the company’s new 
“hydraulic-action” principle. Solid liquid 
charges actuate the switch contacts, the 
loads—25 amp. at 120 volts, 15 amp. at 
240 volts. a.c. or d.c.—being carried with- 
out relays. 


(947) 21 


2 
3 
3 
4 





Court Extends Stay Order 
in Michigan Board Row 


Michigan Supreme Court has ordered 
extended indefinitely a stay order pre- 
venting the public service commission, 
created by the 1939 legislature, from 
replacing the public utilities commis- 
sion. The twenty-day order, granted by 
the high court after the Ingham County 
circuit court dismissed a suit by the 
chairman and one member of the pres- 
ent commission asking an injunction 
against the new commission appointees 
on the grounds that the act’s immediate 
effect clause was unconstitutional, ex- 
pired last week. 

It is expected that a ruling on 
whether the new commissioners would 
take office immediately or wait until 
90 days after the legislature adjourned 
would be handed down about April 1. 


Kansas City Power & Light 
Gives Space for School 


Kansas City Power & Light Co. has 
made available its assembly room for 
the conduct of classes in milling tech- 
nology. For the past few years the 
classes have been held in the North 
Kansas City High School. 

The school is unique in that it is the 
only one of its kind in the country, 
there are no fees and no text books are 
required and the school is sponsored 
by the Association of Operative Millers. 
The industry is an important one in 
the utility’s territory. 


Seeks Time to File Data 


In answer to the FPC’s show cause 
order, Harvey Couch, president of the 
Arkansas Power & Light Co., has asked 
that his company be granted an exten- 
sion of time to December 31, 1939, to 
file and prepare statements, informa- 
tion and data describing the company’s 
properties and showing accounting en- 
tries necessary to reflect the original 
cost of the properties to those who first 
devoted said properties to the public 
service. 

o 


Sponsor Appliance Schools 


“Sell the Home Laundry as a Com- 
plete Unit” was the theme of the home 
laundry presentation at the Home Ap- 
pliance Sales Schools held at Van- 
couver, B. C., for members of the elec- 
trical industry in British Columbia. 
The event was sponsored by the Ca- 
nadian General Electric Co., Canadian 
Westinghouse Co., Northern Electric 
Co. and the B. C. Electric Railway Co. 
The principal speaker was E. N. Hurley, 
president Hurley Machine Co.. Chicago. 
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Sales Opportunities 


San Dieco, Catir.—San Diego Consoli- 
dated Gas & Electric Company has approved 
plans for new three-story power substation 
at 707 West Broadway, to cost over $200,- 
000, with equipment. Work is scheduled 
to be placed under way at once. 


Even, Itt.—Winnebago Distillery Com- 
pany, 105 West Monroe Street, Chicago, 
Ill, Edward J. Roche, president, plans 
power plant at new distillery on large 
tract of land near Elgin. Also will build 
power substation and install motors and 
controls, conveyors, loaders and _ other 
equipment in main plant units for general 
operations. Project will comprise a group 
of 14 buildings, for which bids are being 
received on general erection contract until 
April 15. Entire plant will represent an 
investment of about $750,000. Paul Ger- 
hardt, Sr., 457 West Fullerton Street, Chi- 
cago, is architect. 


Sumner, lowa—Receives bids until April 
12 for extensions and improvements in 
municipal electric power plant, including 
installation of engine-generator unit, ex- 
citer, additional switchboard panels and 
miscellaneous equipment. Ralph W. Gear- 
heart, 349 Twenty-first Street, S. E., Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, is consulting engineer. 


ATLANTA, Ga.—National Biscuit Com- 
pany, 449 West Fourteenth Street, New 
York, N. Y., plans installation of motors 
and controls, conveyors, electric-operated 
mixing and other machinery, electric hoists, 
loaders and other equipment in new branch 
plant at Murphy and Arden Avenues, At- 
lanta, where tract of about 35 acres of 
land has been purchased. Main unit will 
be one-story 300x900 feet, with several 
smaller adjoining structures. Work will 
begin early in summer. Cost close to 
$2,000,000, of which approximately one- 
half will be expended for machinery and 
equipment. Louis Wirsching, first noted 
address, is company architect. 


Brooktyn, N. Y.—Signal Corps Pro- 
curement District, Army Base, Fifty-eighth 
Street and First Avenue, receives bids 
until April 12 for 560,000 lineal feet of 
wire, 32,000 lineal feet of cable and 32 
reels (Circular 198). Also, at same time, 
for 34,000 lineal feet of subterranean cable 
and 34 reels (Circular 199). 


Wasuincton, D. C.—Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Navy Department, plans new 
electrical shop at navy yard, Pearl Harbor, 
T. H., to cost about $465,000, with equip- 
ment. Appropriation will be secured 
through new Naval Base improvement pro- 
gram, which also will call for large quan- 
tity of industrial electrical equinment for 
other structures at same navy yard, in- 
cluding ordnance shop to cost $165,000; 
public works shop, $170,000; pipe and 
cooper shop, $150,000; galvanizing shop, 
$85,000; and general storehouse to cost 
$750,000. A new graving dry dock will be 
built at this yard to cost $8,485,000, and a 
floating dry dock to cost $1,600,000. 


KaispeLt, Mont.—Flathead Power Com- 
pany, Kalispell, is arranging immediate 
call for bids, to close about April 10, for 
primary and secondary lines for extensions 
in rural electric system. Cost reported over 
$250,000, with power substation facilities, 
service connections and auxiliary installa- 
tion. 
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Minpen, La.—Plans extensions and im- 
provements in municipal electric power 
plant, including installation of new gen- 
erating unit and auxiliary equipment. Esti- 
mates of cost are being made. 


Totepo, On1to—Toledo Scale Manufac- 
turing Company, 3216 Monroe Street, plans 
installation of motors and controls, con- 
veyors, loaders and other equipment jin 
new one-story addition to plant, for which 
superstructure will begin soon. Cost close 
to $500,000. 


Baton Rouce, La.—Gulf States Utilities 
Company plans extensions and improve- 
ments in primary and secondary lines in 
downtown district. Also plans new power 
substation and switching station on St, 
Philip Street, vicinity of Europe Street. 
Cost estimated close to $200,000. Work is 
scheduled to begin soon. Stone & Webster 
Engineering Corporation, 49 Federal Street, 
Boston, Mass., is consulting engineer. 


Wanrpeton, N. D.—Otter Tail Power 
Company, Fergus Falls, Minn., will begin 
work early in April on new addition 
to Kidder steam-electric power plant at 
Wahpeton, including improvements in pres- 
ent station, previously referred to in these 
columns. An award for building erection 
has been let to Meinecke & Johnson Com- 
pany, Fargo, N. D., to be used for housing 
new 10,000-kw. steam turbo-generator and 
auxiliary equipment. Entire project is esti- 
mated to cost $452,000, including extensions 
to be made in power substations and 
transmission lines in Wahpeton area. 


Quincy, Mass.—Bethlehem Shipbuilding 
Corporation, Quincy, a subsidiary of Bethle- 
hem Steel Company, South Bethlehem, Pa., 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
conveyors, electric hoists and other equip- 
ment in connection with expansion and 
improvements in shipbuilding plant, includ- 
ing several new shops and construction 
buildings. Proposed to begin work at 
once. Cost estimated over $600,000. 


PortsmoutH, On1o—Ohio Power Com- 
pany, Newark, Ohio, has plans maturing 
for new indoor-type power substation at 
Portsmouth, and will proceed with work 
this spring. Company also has plans near 
ing completion for new three-story office 
and operating building at Sixth and Wash- 
ington Streets, Portsmouth, 46x 100 feet, 
estimated to cost about $200,000. 


Renwick, Iowa—Closes bids April 10 
for extensions and improvements in mu 
nicipal electric power plant, including 1- 
stallation of new generator unit, exciter 
and auxiliary equipment. Young & Stanley, 
Inc., Muscatine, Iowa, is consulting engl 
neer. 


San Deco, Catir.—Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Washington, D. C., is securing am 
appropriation of about $140,000 for new 
power station and torpedo storehouse at 
naval destroyer base, San Diego. 


Hissinc, Mrnn.—Has authorized plans 
for expansion at municipal electric power 
plant, including installation of a new 4, 
to 5,000-kw. turbo-generator unit and aux- 
iliary equipment. Burlingame, Hitchcock 
& Estabrook, Inc., Sexton Building, Min- 
neapolis, Minn., is consulting engineet 
Bids are scheduled to be asked soon. 


1939 





